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down their nets in the fishing-boat on Galilee and
following the Lord. It was another thing altogether
to find that he himself was being spoken to by the
Lord and was to give up all the work which had
delighted him for so many years. For a long time
amazement overcame him and he could not under-
stand what was happening. The feeling of fear
was not Strong; indeed, it soon passed away, but
all that happened to him for many months was of
a most astonishing nature, and for a time he recorded
it only in private note-books.

As time went on, Swedenborg began to see quite
clearly what was taking place. The Lord was pre-
paring him for a remarkable task. By willingly
submitting himself to the Lord's will and giving up
all his old desires to become a great and famous
scientist, he came to understand what he was to do.
In all that Swedenborg has written of his call and
mission, a very thrilling Story is unfolded.

There was a time, Swedenborg teaches, when men
on earth knew all about heaven. Men then lived
very simple lives, tending their sheep and cattle,
and dwelling in tents as do some of the shepherds of
Syria and Palestine even to-day. It was well known
in those days that heaven is very near but that those
who live there cannot, of course, be seen with the
eyes of the natural body. When old people died,
their children and friends felt grieved at losing them,